BooK reViews
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 39, No. 5, September 2011 This book provides a valuable resource covering numerous procedures that are related to anaesthesia and critical care. It provides more information on a wider range of procedures than is provided in the Oxford Handbook of Clinical Examination and Practical Skills.
It is well laid out with many excellent illustrations. Sections are presented in a consistent style that is easy to read, each one including indications, contraindications, complications, equipment, sites, and technique. Tips from the authors are also included and these provide a wealth of useful information.
Addition of the anatomy relevant to each procedure would be a useful addition, particularly as this knowledge is a regular topic in the College of Intensive Care Medicine examination.
Some illustrations, particularly X-rays, are poorly reproduced so that they do not illustrate what is intended. Also it would be better if the illustrations of older red-rubber endotracheal tubes were replaced by illustrations of tubes in current use.
Obviously, as this book is UK based, it presents UK algorithms such as those of the Resuscitation Council (UK). Australian readers will need to refer to local algorithms. This book will be useful for trainees and would be an appropriate addition to a departmental library.
C As with their earlier text, Understanding Anesthesia Equipment, the authors have again written a guide which fits between the larger, more comprehensive text books available.
The book is divided into five sections: Gas Supply and Distribution Systems, Anesthesia Machines and Breathing Systems, Airway Equipment, Monitoring Devices and Equipment Related to Environmental Situations.
Ultrasound-guided nerve and vessel location is a technology which is becoming more prevalent in everyday use and this is well covered in the text.
Airway equipment and devices are also extensively covered. With such a large range of devices now available, a major concern is the frequency of their use in emergency situations -can they easily be used and can the operator remember how to use them? This chapter gives a good insight into what is available and the pitfalls of each such device.
Slightly disappointing is the chapter on monitoring devices which gives only information on basic monitoring and not on the emerging new technologies now in everyday use such as Bispectral Index/ Entropy, non-invasive cardiac output devices etc.
Overall, this is an excellent reference text for Part I candidates and a refresher for Part II candidates. With relevant tables and illustrations throughout, this text fits well into a range of 'practical approach' reference guides covering transesophageal echocardiography, cardiac, paediatric and regional anaesthesia. The clinical notes throughout the text are a new innovation to learning and provide concise summary snapshots of the problems and pitfalls of the devices concerned.
A concise, portable text; this book would be a welcome addition to anaesthesia department libraries. This 332-page compendium of 98 interesting case studies and topic discussions comprehensively covers a wide range of neuroanaesthesia, neurosurgical and neuro-ICU problems. There are more than 110 chapter authors drawn from the Cleveland Clinic or University of Michigan, and they bring wide experience and knowledge to the cases. The topics range from preoperative preparation of specific cases through intra-operative techniques and complications to ICU issues and end-of-life care. In the process, most imaginable surgical cases are covered, too many to mention in a short review.
Each short chapter has a case which is presented as a problem-based learning exercise. Most cases would be acutely relevant and familiar to experienced clinicians, but some are rare and unusual and these provide excellent material for discussion. After working in the area for more than 20 years, I still found several very useful cases and reviews of issues of which I was not previously aware.
Illustrations are numerous and references for each case are recent and helpful.
As pointed out in the preface, the problem-based learning approach is unique in this field and so I
